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To Elstow congregation

With love from

Tabitha



One Saturday morning we found a box on our doorstep. Guess what was in it?
That's right, it was a kitten! We don't know where he came from as there was
no note, but we think that whoever left him there hoped that we would look
after him.

At first we did not think we could keep him,
as we did not think that Arthur would like
him. When he saw the kitten Arthur was
scared of him. What a funny dog he is! But
after a day or two Arthur decided he liked
Moses. Moses likes Arthur too and they
chase each other all around the house.
Moses likes eating the dog food, and Arthur
likes the eating the cat food! (Cat food
makes dogs fat, and dog food isn't good for a
kitten's tummy, so we have to try and stop
them!)




We took Moses to the vet, who said he is about
7 or 8 weeks old. She said that he is very
healthy, and that she thought he was a lucky

We named him “Moses” after the
Moses in the Bible who was found in a
basket and adopted by an Egyptian
princess. We think it suits him!
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OCTOBER 2011

Wedding interview at the Vicarage (JRC)
Organ recital for Friends in the Abbey

Holy Communion + Sunday School (JRC)
Holy Communion at St Michael’s (NM)
Mattins (JRC)

Baptism of Lewis Gordon Martin (JRC)
Evensong (JRC)

Mums and Toddlers in the Vestry
Prayer Group in the Vestry
Meeting with David Wells at Hinsons’ house

Sing and Sign in the Vestry
After school club at St Michael’s
Youth Club

Wilstead Children’s Centre singing group for
under 5s and their carers — in the Abbey
Coffee and Soup in the Vestry

Morning Prayers at St Michael’s (JRC + SS)

Holy Communion (JRC)

Monthly Lunch at The Red Lion

Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Abbey Church for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

London Road Youth Club.

7.45pm for 8pm  South Beds Council of Churches at London Rd Methodist

pm
8pm

2pm
3pm
4pm

Choir Practice
Bell Ringing

Baptism interview at the Vicarage (JRC)
Bedford Street Angels AGM at Christ Church, Bedford
Bedford Street Angels Service at Christ Church

7pm Harvest Supper at Abbey Middle School

Come and enjoy the Harvest dinner, plus live entertainment from the band
“The Adequates” a family disco and children’s activities

£10 adults, £8 concessions, under 5s free

Family tickets £25 - 2 adults + 2 children under 8
£30 - 2 adults + 2 children under 12

To reserve your tickets please call 01234 261477
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10.00am
10.15am
11.20am
3.00pm
6.30pm

10.00am
2.00pm
5.30-6.30pm
7.00-8.00pm

1.45-2.30pm
3.45-5.15pm
6.30-8pm

Holy Communion — Harvest Festival (JRC)
Holy Communion at St Michael’s (RC)
Mattins (JRC)

Baptism of Charlie Burill (JRC)

Harvest Evensong (JRC)

Mums and Toddlers

Prayer Group in the Vestry

Children’s Confirmation Classes begin at The Vicarage
Adult Confirmation Classes begin at The Vicarage

Sing and Sign in the Vestry
After school club at St Michael’s
Youth Club

JRC on Deanery retreat for two days to Chelmsford
09.30-10.15am Wilstead Children’s Centre singing group for

11.30am

09.30am
11.00am
6.15-7.15pm

7-8.30pm
7pm

pm
8pm

7pm

10.00am
10.15am
11.20am
6.30pm

10.00am
2.00pm
5.30-6.30pm
7.00-8.00pm

1.45-2.30pm
3.45-5.15pm
6.30-8pm
7.30pm

under 5s and their carers — in the Abbey
Coffee and Soup in the Vestry

Morning Prayers at St Michael’s (SS)

Holy Communion (RC)

Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Abbey Church for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

London Road Youth Club.

JRC at EIAG Dinner for John Reynolds

Choir Practice
Bell Ringing

London Rd Methodist Quiz Evening
Teams of 4. For a place, please phone 831361

Holy Communion (JRC)

Holy Communion at St Michael’s (TBC)
Mattins (Group)

Evensong (JRC)

Mums and Toddlers in the Vestry

Prayer Group in the Vestry

Children’s Confirmation Classes at The Vicarage
Adult Confirmation Classes at The Vicarage

Sing and Sign

After school club at St Michael’s

Youth Club

Parish Council Meeting at the Playing Fields

09.30-10.30am Wilstead Children’s Centre singing group for
under 5s and their carers — in the Abbey — Last Session

11.30am

Coffee and Soup in the Vestry



09.30am
11.00am
6.15-7.15pm

7-8.30pm
7.30pm

pm
8pm

10.00am
10.15am
11.20am
6.30pm

10.00am
2.00pm

Morning Prayers at St Michael’s (JRC + SS)

Holy Communion (JRC)

Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Abbey Church for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

London Road Youth Club

PCC Meeting in the Vestry

Choir Practice
Bell Ringing

Family Service (DW)
Holy Communion at St Michael’s (PL)
B.C.P. Holy Communion (JRC)

Evensong + Holy Communion + Healing (JRC)

No Mums and Toddlers
Prayer Group in the Vestry

No Confirmation Classes

1.45-2.30pm
3.45-5.15pm
6.30-8pm
11.30am
09.30am
11.00am
6.15-7.15pm
7-8.30pm

7pm
8pm

10.15am

No Sing and Sign in the Vestry
No After school club at St Michael’s
No Youth Club

Coffee and Soup in the Vestry

Morning Prayers at St Michael’s (JRC +SS)

Holy Communion (JRC)

Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Abbey Church for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

No London Road Youth Club

No Choir Practice
Bell Ringing

Benefice Holy Communion at St Michael’s

No morning services at Elstow Abbey

3.00pm
6.30pm

Baptism of Grace Clark (JRC)
Annual Service of Remembrance for Loved ones (JRC)
+ refreshments following the service

Any names to be remembered, please let Jeremy or Sarah know by Wed 26™ October

20" Thursday
21 Friday
23" Sunday
24™  Monday
25" Tuesday
26"  Wednesday
27" Thursday
28" Friday
30"  Sunday
Fifth Sunday

31" Monday

10.00am
2.00pm
5.30-6.30pm
7.00-8.00pm

Mums and Toddlers in the Vestry

Prayer Group in the Vestry

Children’s Confirmation Classes at The Vicarage
Adult Confirmation Classes at The Vicarage



NOVEMBER 2011

1% Tuesday 1.45-2.30pm  Sing and Sign
3.45-5.15pm  After school club at St Michael’s
6.30-8pm Youth Club
6.30pm JRC to Abbey/Elstow Governor’s Meeting

F*hkkkkhkhkhhkhkhkkhkhkhhhhkikhkkhhhhhhhhkhkhhrhhkhkhkhhrhhhkhhkhkhhhrikikhkhhkhrrihkhkhkhhrhihihhhkhhiiikiikiikk

SIDESMENS ROTAS

October 2™  10am Mrs A Morris Mrs A Barfoot
11.20am F.W. Crossen
6.30pm Mrs G Annan

Harvest Festival

October 9" 10am Mrs S Batiuk A Freeman
11.20am Mrs M Crossen
6.30pm Mrs A Knight

October 16" 10am Mrs S Brown Mrs G Freeman
11.20am Mrs D Fordham
6.30pm P. Moss

October 23" 10am Mrs A Morris Mrs B Routledge
11.20am Mrs M Crossen
6.30pm Miss M Eastwell

October 30" NO MORNING SERVICE AT ELSTOW
10.15am Benefice Service at St Michaels
6.30pm Commemoration Service
Mrs G Annan Mrs A Knight Mrs C Parrish

November 6" 10am Mrs G Freeman A Freeman

11.20am F.W. Crossen
6.30pm P. Moss
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HARVEST APPEAL 2011

This year at the Harvest Festival Services on Sunday 9" October
the thanksgiving/collection offerings will go directly to the Self
Help Africa Charity “Fruits of Labour 2011 Appeal”.

For over 25 years the Self Help Africa’s vision has helped
millions of families living in rural Africa. The work of this
charity encompasses nine countries as follows (Burkina Faso,
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Togo, Uganda and Zambia).

The charity focuses on self help rather than handouts. They target women in particular
who tend to work the land in rural areas rather than men. In essence they give operate
low cost sustainable solutions that provide practical help where it is most needed. They
give families the skills they need to grow their own food to feed themselves, earn a living
and manage their own lives.

AN EXAMPLE OF GOOD WORK

Agnes Ikunu is a resident of Osekai village in Uganda. She is a member of the ‘Akunguro’
Women’s group which started in 2006. Agnes used to get just two meals a day and had no
assets to her name. She depended on just a hand hoe for digging and working in the field,
which proved very difficult.

She used to cultivate two acres of land — one acre for cassava cuttings (a tropical plant
with an edible root with nutrition similar to potatoes), a half acre for ground nuts and the
other half acre for sorghum (a species of grasses raised for grain). Agnes had difficulty
opening up her land as she did not have any spare income to hire oxen to help plough her
land. Life was very, very tough.

In 2009, she got a micro credit support loan of £35 and 20kgs of groundnut seeds from Self
Help Africa. She planted the seed and was able to harvest 280kgs. Agnes sold 200kgs,
consumed 40kgs and saved 40kgs as seed for the following season. From the sale of the
groundnuts, she bought one cow for the equivalent of £50. Agnes’ life has changed for the
better; she is able to sell surplus crops at market and pay for life’s necessities such as
medicines and school fees for her children.

There are many other similar good news stories | could quote like Agnes.

Please be as generous as you can on Harvest Festival Sunday for the excellent work of the
Self Help Charity in Africa.

Stephen McDonald



Saturday 8™ October

7pm Abbey Middle School

Come and enjoy the Harvest dinner, plus live
entertainment from the band “The Adequates” a
family disco and children’s activities

£10 adults, £8 concessions, under 5s free
Family tickets £25 - 2 adults + 2 children under 8

£30 - 2 adults + 2 children under 12

Event organised by Elstow Abbey. Any monies raised will be for
the new Church Community Hall
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Archbishop’s Visit to Kibera, Nairobi

B

The Archbishop is welcomed to Kibera
Thursday 23rd June 2011

On the final day of his visit to Kenya, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, spent the
morning in Kibera, one of Africa's largest slums with a population of 700,000 living in an area of
600 acres.

Kibera has al the problems that are the result of extreme overcrowding and poverty -
unemployment, extortion, and substance and a cohol abuse to :

name afew. The Archbishop was welcomed at the church of
the Holy Trinity in Kiberawhere he was able to learn about
the work of the Centre for Urban Mission whose aim isto
transform the informal settlements through the ministry of
the local churches. There followed atour of several
initiatives located within the precincts of Holy Trinity,
including atailoring project for vulnerable women, teaching
them a skill with which they can turn their lives around and
feed their families.

Dr Williams was a so taken around the corrugated iron classrooms of the church school,
where children from the slums are given not only an education but aso regular meals. Many
of the children are left from avery young age to grow up on the streets as their parents leave
in the early hours of the morning to try to get employment and food.
Schools therefore provide a safe place as well as an education. The
Centre for Urban Mission also identified a need for after-school
homework clubs as they found many of the children were trying to beat
the clock and compl ete their homework before sunset - once darkness
had come, they had no electric light to work from - as well as the issue of
| space with the homes in the slum being so overcrowded. The teachers at
_ the school were very proud that they had taught two children from

=, Kiberawho had then gone on to study at university, a huge achievement
in an area of such extreme poverty.

Speaking about his morning in Kibera, the Archbishop praised the remarkable work being
done by the local churches:

"The work being done hereis so inspiring because it shows what can be done when people
are prepared to identify the problems that they face - not as someone else's issue, not as doing
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good to someone el se, but actually standing alongside as God in Christ stands alongside - that
isthe beginning and end of all real Christian mission and service."

The Archbishop concluded his visit to Kibera by giving ahomily at Holy Trinity Churchin
which he spoke about the meaning of Emmanuel —'God with us, explaining how God is at
work in every human being and every part of the universe, restoring hope to those whose
situation may seem hopeless, and being ever present in the face of those we live amongst and
serve.

Thefull text of the Archbishop's homily follows.

Y our Grace the Archbishop of Kenya and brothers and sistersin Jesus Christ, | bring you
greetings from your friends and brothers and sisters in the Church of England who give
thanks for you all and prayer for you and hope that you prayer for them. | greet you in the
name of Jesus on behalf of all thosein the Church of England, who are part of the same great
Anglican Family.

Now | noticed this morning that one of the local churchesis called Emmanuel, and what does
the name Emmanuel mean — it means 'God with us' - and that is a very good name for a
church. It is a good name because we are in the church, we belong to the church because we
believe that God iswith us. God is not distant, God is not on the other side of the universe a
journey away by spaceship, God is with us— he has decided to be here with us. In Jesus
Christ he has lived ahuman life and al his power and love pour out through Jesus Christ,
through the blood of the cross and the power of the resurrection — Emmanuel, God with us.
And that iswhy we are Christians, because God has chosen to be here with us and among us.
But then comes the challenge to us, if God iswith us are we willing to be with our
neighbour? Or would we rather like to be on the other side of the universe? God does not stay
distant in heaven, God comes to be with us. Do we stay distant from our neighbour? No, by
the grace of God, we seek to be with our neighbour in the name of God. And that isthe
second great truth about being in the Church - first God has come to be with us and called us
around him and, second, he has called usto be with our neighbour in just the same way. And
what | have seen this morning in Kiberais awonderful sign of how we in God's name can be
with our neighbour, and the work of the Urban Mission Centre, the work that I've been
hearing about in so many ways, the work of the school — all thisis about being with our
neighbour, in the name of God - not being far off, being in the midst of life.

So God iswith us and has called us around him in Jesus Christ. Next God tells usto be with
our neighbour, to be where our neighbour is, to find out what they need and to be there with
them. But there is athird thing too and this morning saw it illustrated when the children from
St Nicholas school sang to us about that great episode in the gospel where Jesus tells us about
the end of time when we shall all be judged on whether we have seen him in the faces of
those we serve. | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, |
was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you visited me, | was in prison and you
ministered to me. And people will say ‘we never did any of these things for you', and Jesus
says 'because you did them for the least of my brothers and sisters, you did them for me'. And
so that is the third thing - we seek to be with our neighbours in the name of Jesus. Yet God is
already with our neighbours, God is aready at work around us. And when we try to serve the
needs of those who are hungry or thirsty, who are without clothing, who are sick or in prison,
who are we serving? We are serving Jesus; God iswith usin those we serve, just asheisin
our serving of them. Because there is no place in the world where God is not present, even
when we look around at what seems to be a scene of great poverty, of great suffering, of great
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darkness or trial - God is there already, God is at work already, preparing hearts, preparing
minds and lives, so that his grace may bring something to life.

So we look around at what may be a scene without much hope, and yet we say God iswith
us, Emmanuel, God is with us, heis already at work beginning to prepare the ground, he has
sown the seeds of new life in the lives around. And so here in Kibera God iswith us, heis
with every person in this area, his seeds have been sown in ther lives, heis preparing them
for renewal, preparing them to be changed. And when we come to serve them in God's name,
to be with them in God's name, we are not bringing God to a place where he has never been
before, God is not like avisitor from England who has to be introduced and shown around,
God is dready a native here — God lives here. God is at work aready.

And so when we come we don't bring God like a visitor, we say to God 'show us where you
are already at work', 'show us where the seeds are that are already growing in life here and we
will work with you and we will bring those seeds to flower, we will bring what you are doing
God, fully into the light, and together we shall show your glory'. That is also what we mean
by saying Emmanuel, God with us. So we give God thanks first of all that he has come
amongst usin Jesus Christ that he has decided once and for al to be our God, and to be in the
very heart of the world, calling us around him - his friends, his disciples - God wants us to be
with him, he loves our company, scripture says that the wisdom of God delightsin the
children of men. The wisdom of God takes joy in human beings, in every person in this
church and in every person in this city, every person in this world, the wisdom of God is
delighted with us. And in Jesus Christ, the God who takes delight in human beings has called
his friends to be around him - for that first, we give God thanks. And then we pray to God for
the strength, the courage to be alongside those who need serving. We pray that we may have
that strength to be with them in the name of God, to show the face of God to them, to be
Emmanuel for them. God is with them, through our love, through or service, and for that we
need alot of strength, we need alot of thought, we need alot of patience — but God will give
us that power in his spirit.

And then thirdly, we pray that God will show us where he is already at work, will show us
the face of Jesus in those we serve, will show usin the small child, in the old person, in the
sick person, in the dying person, the prisoner, the stranger, the outsider, the person we're
afraid of aswell as the person we know very well, but in all those faces God will show us that
he is already moving, aready working, and our prayer must be that together with them, we
bring God's glory to light. And together, in serving and being served, we show God to the
world. We show the world that we have God who is Emmanuel, God with us. Not only in a
church dedicated to Emmanuel, but in every church we seek that Emmanuel calling, that
Emmanuel witness. | pray that in this diocese with al its wonderful work, in the name of
God, being there with the neighbour for the sake of God, in this diocese that Emmanuel
vision will hold us al together, give us strength and vision for the future so that God's name
will be glorified here and throughout this city, God who is Emmanuel, God with us. God
bless you in your work and your witness, God be thanked for what you do, what you have

done, and what you will do in his name. Amen

13



Organ Recital

Featuring David Ewbank and
Stephen McDonald

7pm Saturday 1% October
Elstow Abbey

Tickets £6.50 on the door

This Is a fundraising event by the Friends of Elstow Abbey
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SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPERS ROTA

DATE NAME OF HELPER

Sunday 2™ Oct Susie Masih

Sunday 9" Oct Liz Russell

Harvest Festival

Sunday 16™ Oct Joanna Jameson

Sunday 23" Oct Sara Canavan

Sunday 30" Oct Fifth Sunday — Benefice service at St
Michael’s

Sunday 6" Nov Michelle Flemmons

Sunday 13" Nov Rebecca Taylor

Sunday 20" Nov Sarah Duffy

Sunday 27" Nov Susie Masih

Sunday 4" Dec Liz Russell

Sunday 11" Dec Joanna Jameson

Sunday 18" Dec Sara Canavan

If you are unavailable for the date(s) above, please swap with someone else on

the list. Thank you.
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DETAILS FROM THE REGISTERS

BAPTISMS

September 4™

September 11"

MARRIAGES
September 3"

September 10™

BURIALS

September 5™

Daniel Shane Harrison Rayner
Oliver John Kinns
Alexandra Georgina Price

William George Rouse

Hannah Elizabeth Jenny Bedford
Charlotte Louise Heseltine

Chloe Emma Barlow and James Laurence Hooley

Veronica Dilwari and Graham Timothy Parker

Edith Hurren (Ashes)
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DON'T FORGET

A new Christian bookshop should now be open at 167 Castle
Road, Bedford MK40 3RT. Joy Denny, who ran the Pilgrim
Bookshop in St Loyes Street for eight years, will be the
owner manager and Martin Denny, who is an accountant,
will provide the business support.

The shop, which will be called The Word, is near the Russell

Park Baptist Church, on the corner of Castle Road and Denmark Street. Parking

is free.

The new owners are keen to meet churches’' requirements for Bibles, books,
reading notes and children’s materials, as well as supplying church bookstalls and
events and shall also be selling cards and Christmas cards.
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