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‘Claus for Concern’

Dear Parishioners,

| recently read that Santas are being targeted in a health and safety crusade — so they don’t hurt
themselves balancing young people on their knees! Environmental health experts have launched training
courses for store Father Christmases so they can avoid backache sitting in grottos. Lessons include the
correct posture to adopt in their chairs as excited youngsters queue to reel off their Christmas lists.

They are also being taught how to lift heavy presents without doing themselves an injury. Dozens of one-
day courses are being staged by the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health. It is warning Father
Christmases they have no immunity from job-related injuries — which cost the country six million working
days a year.

A spokeswoman stressed “Of course there’s only one Santa — but hundreds of stand-ins work in the stores
in the run-up to Christmas!’

Well | get very wearied by health and safety, but | refuse to give up and to not do things, even though we
are getting more and more restricted by what we can do. | find the risk assessment and health and safety
elements of the May Festival for example make my heart sink more each year as legislation continues - and
many of the Anglican churches steer away from youth work for the same reason, but thankfully not at
Elstow.

So | would like to buck the trend again and share with you a project that | have been working on for some
time, and subject to the Risk Assessment being approved by Bedford Borough, many from the local
community are supporting me in the erecting and sponsoring of a 30ft Christmas Tree on the Moot Hall
Green for the month of December.

It is hoped to erect the tree with wonderful lights on the 1°* December, and to have a get together of the
local community on Monday 14™ December 6.30-7.30pm to sing some traditional Christmas Carols, and to
share a mince pie and drink together.

So whatever your religious persuasions, | believe that we shall all benefit as a village by a beautifully lit up
tree on the Moot Hall Green. Maybe it can become a tradition!

The History of the Christmas tree

It’s generally believed that the first real Christian Christmas tree dates back to 8™
Century Germany. Boniface, an English missionary, introduced a decorated fir
tree in homage to the Christ Child, as a replacement for the customary pagan
sacrifices to Odin’s sacred oak.

Later, evergreen, decorated trees were used to symbolize the Garden of Eden in
medieval Garman plays telling the stories of Christ’s life. After the suppression of
these plays, trees were taken into people’s homes at Christmas time. By the time
of the reformation in Germany these themes had fused together to create the
image of an evergreen tree, radiant with light, as the symbol of reborn hope.

By the mid-17" century, Christmas trees with decorations were becoming
popular. People would cut small firs and decorate them with sweetmeats, fruit
and candles. By the beginning of the 19" century, the Christmas tree tradition had spread from Germany
to other northern European countries. Although Christmas trees were not unknown in England it was
Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s German husband, who encouraged people to have a decorated tree at
Christmas.

With Best Wishes,
Jeremy Crocker
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Autumn
As the leaves drop and the days shorten we are reminded of the autumn of our own lives. Here is
a well known poem found in the locker in the hospital after the death of an elderly patient.

“Cry from a crabbit old woman”

What do you see nurses, what do you see? Are you thinking when you are looking at me?

A crabbit old woman, not very wise, uncertain of habit with far away eyes

Who dribbles her food and makes no reply when you say in a loud voice “I do wish you'd try.”
Who seems not to notice the things that you do.

And forever is losing a stocking or shoe.

Who unresisting or not, lets you do as you will, with bathing and feeding, the long day to fill.

Is that what you're thinking, is that what you see?

Then open your eyes nurse, you're not looking at me.

I’ll tell you who | am as | sit here so still, as | do your bidding, as | eat at your will.

I’m a small child of ten with father and mother, brother and sisters, who love one another

A young girl of 16 with wings on her feet, dreaming that soon now a lover she’ll meet.

A bride soon at 20 —my heart gives a leap. Remembering the vows that | promised to keep.

And now 25 with young of my own, who need me to build a secure happy home.

A woman of 30 my young now grow fast, bound to each other with ties that should last;

At 40 my young sons have grown and are gone, but my man’s still beside me to see | don’t mourn
At 50 once more babies play round my knee, again we know children, my loved one and me.
Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead. | look to the future and shudder with dread.

For my youg are all rearing young of their own

And | think of the years and the love | have known.

I'm an old woman now and nature is cruel — ‘tis her jest to make old age look like a fool.

The body it crumbles, grace and vigour depart,

But inside this old carcass a young girl still dwells and now and again my battered heart swells.

| remember the joys, | remember the pain. And I’'m loving and living life over again.

| think of the years all too few — gone too fast, and accept the stark fact that nothing can last.
So open your eyes nurse, open and see — not a crabbit old woman, look closer — see ME.

At this time of year we also remember those who have died. We remember our own personal
departed at the annual commemeration service and there is the British Legion and the
Remembrance Service when we pay tribute to those lost in war.

Here is a prayer.

We seem to give them back to thee O God who gavest them to us. Yet, as thou didst not lose them
in giving, so do we not lose them by their return.

Not as the world giveth, givest thou, O lover of souls, what thou givest, thou takest not away, for
what is thine is ours also, if we are thine.

Life is eternal and love is immortal, and death is only an horizon, and an horizon is nothing, save
the limit of our sight.

Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may see further: Cleanse our eyes that we may see more
clearly; draw us closer to thyself that we may know ourselves to be nearer our loved ones who are
with thee.

While thou dost prepare a place for us, prepare us also for that happy place, that where thou art
we may be also for evermore.

Amen

With thanks to Cardington for the submission of these articles.

-2-



Elstow Abbey Magazine November 2009

Tunes of Glory

The hymn “Lord, thy word abideth” by H W Baker (1821-77), to the tune
“Ravenshaw” a Medieval melody adapted and harmonised by W H Monk (1823-

ﬁ 89), appears in our New English Hymnal as No. 407.

Sir Henry Baker's well known Bible hymn appeared in the first edition of A&M in
1861. Its most notable feature is its sheer simplicity. While it says nothing particularly profound, it
is not trivial, and it rings true to experience, and speaks directly to our own condition.

Its opening affirmation gives immediate assurance. God's word abides, unchanged and unchanging
in a world of flux (1 Peter, 1,23-25). It outlives all its assailants and critics. To the man or woman of
faith it vindicates itself:

Who its truth believeth,
Light and joy receiveth

The remaining stanzas continue this theme and dwell on the power of the scriptures to meet the
need of the human heart in all life’s varying moods, from beginning to end:

Word of mercy, giving
Succour to the living;
Word of life, supplying
Comfort to the dying.

An unusual feature of the hymn is its rhyme pattern. The rhyming syllable is not the last one in the
line but the syllable preceding it.

The tune is “Ravenshaw”, a medieval German melody from M Weisse's Ein neu Gesengbuchlin,
1531. James Lightwood talks about “Hymn Tunes and Their Story”.

Referring to The German Chorale, he says that although it would not be correct to say that there
was no hymn-singing in Germany before Luther's time, there is no doubt that to the great
Reformer belongs the chief credit of introducing the chorale, and thus giving his followers an
opportunity of worshipping their Maker in songs of praise rendered in their own language.

But nearly fifty years before Luther was born we are poetically told by an old writer that the voice
of the turtle began to be heard in the land of Bohemia, as a token that the spiritual winter was
passing away, and the time of the singing of birds was come. It was John Hus who realized that
there were other ways of reaching the hearts of the people besides sermons and treatises, and he
and his faithful followers, the Bohemian Brethren (now known as the Moravians) diligently
collected hymns, which were fitted either to Gregorian melodies or to popular secular airs.

The United Brethren published their first collection of hymns in 1504 in the Bohemian language,
and in 1531 a German version with music was published by Michael Weiss, minister of the
Brethren's Church at Landskron, near Fulneck, in Moravia. 'Ravenshaw' is an adaptation of one of
the chorales in this book.

John Crookall
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A message to all Bedford Street Angels,
the member church leaders and other interested parties

Dear friends,

In recent weeks it has become increasing difficult to
ensure that we have two teams out doing street patrol on a
Saturday night and early Sunday morning for Bedford
S.l- REET Street Angels. Last Saturday, there was only one team out
and this has been the case at certain points throughout the
ANGELS summer. With students returning to University, our
presence on the streets becomes all the more crucial.

BEDFORD

| am keen to ensure that we are able to put out two teams
each week and also that we are aware in advance,
preferably by Friday lunchtime at the latest who is going out. To this end, | would be most
grateful if those of you who are able to take part in street patrol were able to consult diaries
and decide duties for the immediate future.

You can either sign into our Google spreadsheet, which can be found on the volunteers
page of our website, or email me with the dates you are able to make and I'll put you onto
the spreadsheet.

Sorry if this sounds like a rant. However, we are getting some excellent responses to our
work at the moment and | hope and pray this with continue. Nevertheless, | am grateful for
those of you who do give up your time for this project.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss street patrols, or have any
feedback about our work.

Every blessing

Adam

Adam May

Project Coordinator
Bedford Street Angels

The Salvation Army Office
Commercial Road

Bedford

MK40 1QS

01234 357174 (0)

coordinator@bedfordstreetangels.org.uk (e-mail)
www.bedfordstreetangels.org.uk (website)
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR
November 2009

1% Sunday All Saints’ Sunday
10.00am Holy Communion with Sunday School (JRC) — Preacher Mr
Owen Parker Bedfordshire Royal British Legion
11.15am Morning Prayer (JRC) - Preacher Mr Owen Parker
Bedfordshire Royal British Legion

6.30pm Annual Commemorative Service to remember loved ones who
have died (JRC) followed by refreshments in the Church Hall

2nd Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers in the Church Hall
2.00pmPrayer Group meet in the Summerhouse
5.00pm Confirmation Meet @ The Abbey to prepare to receive

Communion for all candidates followed by supper at The

Red Lion
3™ Tuesday 10.00am Sing and Sign in the Church Hall
4™ Wednesday  11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall

5.45pm Younger Youth Group meet @ the Hall —preparing for
Bonfire Night

6.30pm Older Youth Group Meet @ the Hall — preparing for Bonfire
Night

8.00pm Team Bible Study @ Centenary Room, Cardington

5% Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (JRC)
12.00noon Monthly Lunch @ The Red Lion
6-7pm Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Church Hall for more

details call June Hannigan 07817601686
8.00pmFinance and Standing @ the Hinsons

6! Friday 8.00pm Bellringing
7t Saturday 2.00pm Preparing for the bonfire —any fellas to help Jeremy.
6.00pm Annual Guy Fawkes and Bonfire Night with refreshments by the

Church Hall — all welcome. Please bring one big firework.
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gt Sunday Remembrance Sunday
10.55am Service of Remembrance (JRC)
12 noon We gather at the Elstow War Memorial (by the Old School) for an

Act of Remembrance, followed by refreshments at Elstow Bunyan
Christian Fellowship.

5.00pm Confirmation Rehearsal at Barton-le-Clay

6.30pmEvening Prayer (JRC) with the Royal British Legion followed
by refreshments in the Church Hall

oth Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers meet in the Church Hall

2.00pmPrayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

10" Tuesday 9.45-10.30am South Mimms Lower School visit to Elstow Abbey
10.00am Sing and Sign in the Church Hall
8.00-9.00pm  South Beds Churches Together prayers @ London Road
Methodist

11"™  Wednesday  09.45-10.30  South Mimms Lower School visit to Elstow Abbey
11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall
6-8pm Youth Groups meet at Oasis Swimming Pool

8.00pm Team Bible Study @ Centenary Room, Cardington

12" Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (JRC)

6-7pm Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Church Hall for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

7.30pm Confirmation at Barton-le-Clay

13"  Friday 7.15pm Choir Practice
8.00pm Bellringing
14™  Saturday 2-4pm. St Michael’s Winter Fair @ St Michael’s Scott Hall
15™  Sunday 10.00am Holy Communion with Sunday School (JRC) — Preacher The

Ven Tom Sefton from the Church Urban Fund
11.15am Morning Prayer (JRC) Preacher The

Ven Tom Sefton from the Church Urban Fund
2.30pm Baptism of Luke and Bethany McCready (JRC)
6.30pm Evening Prayer (JRC)
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N.B. The last chance for Shoeboxes — as being collected on 18" Nov

16™ Monday Deadline for the December/January Parish Magazine to Jacquie Waterfield @
13Acorn Way, Bedford, MK42 OQN or jakhat77@hotmail.com

10.00am Mums and Toddlers meet in the Hall

2.00pmPrayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

17" Tuesday 9.45-10.30am South Mimms Lower School visit to Elstow Abbey
10.00am Sing and Sign in the Church Hall

18™  Wednesday  09.45-10.30amSouth Mimms Lower School visit to Elstow Abbey
11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall
5.45pmYounger Youth Group meet @ the Hall -Keep Fit Night
6.30pm Older Youth Group Meet @ the Hall — Keep Fit Night
8.00pm Team Bible Study @ Centenary Room, Cardington

19"  Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (Canon Nigel Morrell - TBC)

6-7pm Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Church Hall for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

20" Friday 8.00pm Bellringing
22" Sunday Christ The King
10.00am Youth Service (JRC) with Adam from the Bedfordshire Street Angels
and Tara from the Shoebox Appeal
11.15am Holy Communion (JRC)
6.30pm Evensong (JRC) with Churches Together in South Bedfordshire with
guest preacher Father Gorman from Christ the King. Refreshments
following.
23 Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers meet in the Hall

2.00pmPrayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

24" Tuesday 10.00am Sing and Sign in the Church Hall

25" Wednesday  11.00am Tour of Elstow Abbey for Probus, with Dr John Crookall
11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall
5.45-8pm Youth Club meet in the Hall — Christmas Decorations
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8.00pm Team Bible Study @ Centenary Room, Cardington

26" Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (JRC)

6-7pm Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Church Hall for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

7.30pm Meeting of the PCC @ Elstow Church Hall

27" Friday 7.15pm Choir Practice
8.00pm Bellringing

28" Saturday 10-12.00noon Set up for Christmas Fair
12.30-3pm Christmas Fair in Elstow Church Hall inc. hot lunch

29" Sunday 10.00am No Holy Communion with Sunday School
10.15am Joint Benefice Service at St Michaels Bedford
11.15am Morning Prayer (Group)

6.30pm Evensong with Holy Communion and laying on of hands (JRC)

30" Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers meet in the Hall
2.00pmPrayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

7.00pm Christmas Concert with the Luton Male Voice Choir + choirs of
Abbey Middle School and Elstow Lower School (on behalf of
Friends of Elstow Abbey). Tickets on the door £7.50 or

£5. Children under 14 free.

1% Dec Tuesday Village Christmas Tree planting on the Moot Hall Green
10.00am Sing and Sign in the Church Hall
2nd Wednesday  11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall

5.45pm Younger Youth Group meet @ the Hall — Swap Shop
6.30pm Older Youth Group Meet @ the Hall — Swap Shop
8.00pm Team Bible Study @ Centenary Room, Cardington

39 Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (JRC)
12 Noon Monthly Lunch @ the Red Lion
-8-
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6-7pm Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Church Hall for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

5.00pmWedding Rehearsal @ Elstow Abbey

4™ Friday 8.00pm Bellringing
5t Saturday 12.30pm Wedding of Tracey Russell and Lee Williams (JRC)
2-4pm Youth Workshop to prepare for Christingles in the Hall
6! Sunday 10.00am Holy Communion with Sunday School (JRC)
11.15am Morning Prayer (Group)

12.00noon JRC Baptism at St Marys Cardington
3.30pm Christingle @ Elstow Abbey
6.30pmEvening Prayer (Mr Robert Heley)

Don’t forget to bring along your biggest fireworks for

< the annual Guy Fawkes and Bonfire Night on

S ,ﬁﬁ Saturday, November 7™, from 6pm, by the Church

1 Hall. Let’s make this year’s display even bigger and
i] better than last year.

Elstow Abbey Christmas Bazaar
Saturday 28" November 2009

12.30 - 3pm

Raffle, Cakes, Bric-a brac, Books, Tombola, Childrens stalls

Hot Lunches
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Tea, cake, coffee and mince pies

ALL WELCOME

If you have anything to donate to our stalls, or if you could come and help us on the day we
would be very grateful

Don’t forget your poppy this month...

Wearing a poppy on Remembrance Sunday pays
tribute to the men and women who have given their
lives for peace and freedom.

Each year the nation expresses its unequivocal support for
The Royal British Legion’s charity work through the Poppy
Appeal. The current theme of “Serving those who Serve”
emphasises the increasing need to help the men and women
who are serving today, as well as ex-Services and dependants.
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LESSON READERS' ROTA FOR NOVEMBER 2009

November 10.00am Rewelation Ch. 21v. 1 - 6a JohnCh. 11v. 32 - 44
st 11.15am Isaiah Ch. 35 Luke Ch. 9v. 18- 27
Gold or White 6.30pm * Isaiah Ch. 65 v. 17 - end Hebrews Ch.11v. 32 - Ch.12v.2
*Commemoration Service
November REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
8th 10.55am As set in Order of Service
Red/Green 6.30pm Isaiah Ch.10v.33-Ch.11v9 JohnCh.14v.1-29

November 10.00am Hebrews Ch.10 v 11 - 25 Mark Ch. 13v. 1 -8
15th 11.15am 1 Samuel Ch9v.27--.10v.2a, 17-26 Matthew Ch. 13 v. 31 - 35
Red/Green 6.30pm Daniel Ch. 3 Matthew Ch. 13 v. 24-30, 36-43

November 10.00am Young People's Service
22nd 11.15am H.C.Rewelation Ch 1. 4b - 8 John Ch. 18 v. 33 - 37
Red/White No Evensong at Hstow Abbey - Joint Service at Christ the King

John Hinson
Stephen Mc Donald
Barbara Routledge

Dorothy Steele
Peter Moss
Lynn Harris

Eric Crossen
Ann Knight

Delphine Fordham

November No 10.00am Service at Hstow - Joint Benefice Service at St. Michael's, Bedford at 10.15am

29th 11.15am Isaiah Ch. 51 v4- 11 Romans Ch.13v. 11 - end
Purple 6.30pm H.C. Joel Ch. 3 v.9-end JohnCh. 3 v1-17

SIDESMANS ROTAS NOVEMBER 2009

Nov 1°*10am Mrs SBrown Mrs A Morris
11.15am Mrs D Fordham
6.30pm Mrs B Routledge Mrs T Hinson
Mrs G Annan Mrs C Parrish

(Commemoration Service)

Nov 8"10.55am Mrs B Routledge Mrs M Crossen

F W Crossen Mrs A Knight
(Remembrance Service)
6.30pm Mrs G Annan
Nov 15 10am Mrs J Barnicott Mrs S Brown

11,15am Mrs D Fordham
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6.30pm Mrs M Eastwell

Nov 22 10am Mrs B Routledge
11.15am Mrs M Crossen

NO EVENSONG AT ELSTOW. JOINT SERVICE AT CHRIST THE KING

Nov 29t 10.15am Joint service at St Michaels
11.15am F W Crossen
6.30pm Mrs C Parrish

Dec 6"10am Mrs S Brown Mrs A Morris
11.15am Mrs A Knight
6.30pm P Moss

DETAILS FROM THE REGISTERS - SEPTEMBER 2009

Date Communicants Attendance Collections
3rd 11 11 4.00
6" 43 74 339.50
10th 6 6 4.00
13" 20 37 66.84
17th 5 5 2.70
37 62 261.37
20th
8 8 17.00
24th
64 114 93.27
27th
Africa envelopes 318.08
194 317 1106.76
BAPTISMS
Sept 27th Ashley Grant Vaughan
Holly Ruth Vaughan
Cameron Joseph Stephen Kingswell
Precious Knight
MARRIAGES
Sept 19th Oliver Bayford and Lucy Jane Sneddon
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Sept 26th Kevin Gordon Martin and Katie Dawn Errick
BURIALS

Sept 29th Gillian Shergold (Ashes)

Oct 1% Agnes Dick (Ashes)

Archbishop's sermon to mark the end of military operations in lrag

The sermon given on Friday, October 9", 2009 by the Archbishop of Canterbury at a service of
commemoration to mark the end of military operations in Iraq, held at St Paul's Cathedral London:

Readings: Ecclesiastes 3: 1—8; Ephesians 6.10—17

'There is a time for every matter under heaven'. Today is a time for reflecting on the human cost
of seeking for justice; on the generosity of so many people, young and not so young, in facing and
meeting that cost; and on the countless mysterious ways in which such people have been
equipped to meet the cost, through their relationships, through the quiet support and inspiration
of those who love them and have shaped who they are. A time to reflect on the unexpected
qualities of people like ourselves who, caught up in the confusions of a great international
upheaval, simply got on with the task they were given because they believed that order and
justice mattered.

The conflict in Iraq will, for a long time yet, exercise the historians, the moralists, the international
experts. In a world as complicated as ours has become, it would be a very rash person who would
feel able to say without hesitation, This was absolutely the right or the wrong thing to do, the right
or the wrong place to be. The modern serviceman or woman will not be someone who has
accepted without question a set of easy answers. Their obedience is anything but mindless. But it
is obedience all the same, obedience that comes from recognising that others have been given a
clear responsibility for certain difficult decisions. What matters is not that there is no debate,
disagreement or uncertainty — simply that everyone knows who has to answer which questions.

This was a conflict where some of the highest-level questions were unusually hard and sharply
argued over. But everyone has had their share of the tough challenges. The responsibility of
those in the front-line remained and remains the same: sustaining the climate of mutual trust and
confidence that allows decisions to be implemented effectively, and behaving in ways that
maintain everyone's trust in the integrity of the armed services. The demanding task of winning
local trust in a chaotic, ravaged society like post-invasion Iraq was one of the heaviest
responsibilities laid on armed personnel anywhere in recent times. Many here will know just how
patiently and consistently that work was taken on. The moral credibility of any country engaged in
war depends a lot less on the rhetoric of politicians and commentators than on the capacity of
every serving soldier to discharge these responsibilities with integrity and intelligence. 'A time to
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kill and a time to heal’, says our first reading; 'a time to break down and a time to build up." The
healing and the building up have been at the heart of the efforts of those we commemorate
today. No short-term job, as those in Irag who are now continuing the work will testify.

But this means that for the modern armed forces there is a special resonance in some of the
words in our second reading. 'Our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh’, says St
Paul. There are visible enemies — a dictator, a terrorist; but there are invisible ones too. The
invisible enemy may be hiding in the temptation to look for short cuts in the search for justice —
letting ends justify means, letting others rather than oneself carry the cost, denying the difficulties
or the failures so as to present a good public face. Against these temptations, St Paul tells us to
wrap ourselves around with the truth, to be defended by justice and to be impatient only for
peace.

These are not remote ideals for a religious minority. They are essential advice for those caught up
in the anxious, fast-changing world of modern military operations, with the intense, even harsh,
scrutiny they get from observers and commentators worldwide. Reflecting on the years of the
I[rag campaign, we cannot say that no mistakes were ever made (when has that ever been the
case?). But we can be grateful for the courage and honesty shown in facing them, grateful too for
the care taken to create an atmosphere that helped people to struggle against these invisible
enemies, and to keep their eyes on the tasks of healing and building.

Justice does not come without cost. In the most obvious sense, it is the cost of life and safety. For
very many here today, that will be the first thing in their minds and hearts — along with the cost in
anxiety and compassion that is carried by the families of servicemen and women. But there is
another sort of cost involved in holding back the easy instinctive response and checking that you
are genuinely doing something for the sake of long-term building or healing: a cost in putting up
with boredom and frustration in the course of operations; in setting aside prejudice and
resentment to get to know a strange culture and feel with and for its people. These are all part of
the cost, the sacrifice, involved in seeking a better and more secure life for people who have
suffered outrageously.

When we as Christians consider the sacrifice that purchased peace and mercy for the whole world,
we think not only of the death of Jesus on the cross but also of the cost of love and openness to
the stranger that marked his entire life. We can recognise the same thing at work in a lesser
degree in any life that is dedicated to taking the world a little further out of barbarity and violence:
it is not only the moments of high tragedy that matter, but the patient acceptance of daily
frustrations and confusions, and the need for painstaking attention in every detail to the work that
is there to be done. All of that too we commemorate and celebrate today.

Many people of my generation and younger grew up doubting whether we should ever see
another straightforward international conflict, fought by a
standing army with conventional weapons. We had begun to
forget the realities of cost. And when such conflict appeared on
the horizon, there were those among both policy makers and
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commentators who were able to talk about it without really measuring the price, the cost of
justice. Perhaps we have learned something — if only that there is 'a time to keep silence', a time
to let go of the satisfyingly overblown language that is so tempting for human beings when war is
in the air. But today it is also 'a time to speak’, although only briefly, to speak our thanks for those
who have taught us through their sacrifice the sheer worth of justice and peace and who have
shouldered some of the responsibility for fleshing out the values most of us only talk about.

CCCCONCERT DATES

MENDELSSOHN - ELIJAH

Soprano — Irene Grant-Jones Alto — Jeanette Ager
Tenor — Philip Salmon Bass — Benjamin Bevan
Conductor — lan Smith
Saturday 14" November
7.30pm

Bedford Corn Exchange

Tickets: Bedford Central Box Office

£15 & £12 (Students £5) Tel: 01234
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Founded 1937

Registered Charity No. 1117616
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Handel's Messiah

On Saturday November 28" 2009 at 7:30 pm
in Bunyan Meeting, Mill Street, Bedford.

Conductor Janet Welsh
Organ Richard Heyes
Trumpet Nigel Doggett

and Soloists from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama
Adults £8.50, Concessions £7.00
Admission by programme from
Bedford Central Box Office - 01234 269519
12.5% Group Discount (8 + tickets) - 07801 750963
Proceeds in aid of Alzheimer's Society

Registered Charity Number 296645

Some photographs of the visit of the new Diocesan Bishop of St Albans: the Rt
Revd Alan Smith:




