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A MESSAGE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

Stewardship Sunday is here again, when members of the Church Family are invited to review their
stewardship for another year. So what is meant by “stewardship”? The dictionary defines it as “the
careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one’s care.”

The concept of stewardship dates from the beginning of time, when God entrusted the Garden of Eden to
Adam and Eve and their offspring. We are all stewards of the earth’s resources which God has provided
for the needs of mankind and not for our own self interest and exploitation.

In the Bible, we find many examples of stewards being placed over the affairs of their masters. Eliezer
was Abraham’s faithful steward. He represented Abraham in all his dealings and was "in charge of all
that he had."

When Joseph was sold into slavery, he was bought by Potiphar the Egyptian, and became the overseer or
steward of Potiphar’s house. Potiphar “left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he
did not concern himself with anything, except the food he ate.”

When King David assembled his men, he called for his sons, his princes, his captains, his mighty men and
“the stewards over all the substance and possessions of the king.” These stewards had access to
everything in David’s house.

So when Jesus talked about stewardship in his parables, his followers knew exactly what he meant.
Matthew’s Gospel tells the story of a man travelling into a far country who gave his servants the care of
his goods. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents and to a third he gave one talent,
each according to his ability. Then the man departed on his journey. When he returned at a later date, he
assessed their stewardship during his absence. I’m sure you all know the rest of the story.

The man travelling to a far country is symbolic of our Lord Jesus Christ who would depart from this
world for a period of time. His servants, who represent his followers in the Kingdom, throughout the
period of his absence, were given the custody of his goods and told to carry on with the work. They were,
just as we now are, stewards of the Kingdom, left with everything necessary to do our Master’s work.
Can there be a more important job than this? It’s a tremendous responsibility!

As Christians, not only are we stewards of the earth and its resources, but in a new way we are stewards
of the Gospel: the good news that Jesus by his death and resurrection has saved us from the consequences
of our sins. By grace alone, God has forgiven us and opened the gateway to eternal life. St Paul
recognised that he and his fellow disciples were ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
He goes on to say that stewards must be faithful. Paul was certainly that. The Church, which is the Body
of Christ, comprising true believers everywhere, are called upon to share in Christ’s mission to the world.
If we find this a daunting prospect, remember that Jesus doesn’t expect us to do this in our own strength,
but empowers us by his Holy Spirit.

We respond to God’s goodness and mercy in our worship, with hearts full of love, praise, prayer and
thanksgiving. Our worship is at the very centre of our Christian life and all our "Services" should be the
very best that we can offer. They should be times of spiritual refreshment and nourishment, because we
can’t effectively reach out to others unless we are spiritually fulfilled ourselves.

The calling of the Church is Evangelism and Mission and should always be our vision at Elstow: teaching
the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, and helping in practical ways those in trouble, need and
adversity. It is a two fold thing, spiritual and practical and we must strive to see that we don’t neglect one
or the other. Our main outreach is locally in the village and the rest of the Benefice, but we also respond
to those in need nationally and overseas. John Wesley was right, when he said “The world is my Parish”.

Maintaining our Sunday Services, Sunday School, Youth Group and all the other groups and activities
that are now part of Elstow Abbey life is a challenge, both financially and in terms of willing helpers.
Maintenance of the church building, the vicarage, heating oil, electricity and insurance are all major costs.
Last, but by no means least is the "Parish Share”, which all churches are required to pay to the diocese.
The diocese then pays Jeremy his stipend (wages) and pension contributions from this fund.
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Needless to say, all these costs are rising every year. The Stewardship Committee want to thank all those
who have given generously over the past year in spite of the “Credit Crunch.” Thanks are also due to all
those who have given their time and talents, in many different ways, contributing to the smooth running
of Elstow Abbey.

Stewards are accountable for their Stewardship, so how did we do in 2009? As far as outreach is
concerned, we have much to thank God for. We support a Youth Worker, David Wells, and the Youth
Group throughout the Benefice is thriving. We have a much appreciated Mums’ and Tots’ Group and for
the older children a regular Sunday School. A successful holiday club in the summer attracted up to 70
children. Attendances at all the Christmas Services were up on last year. We have been able to support the
urgent needs of others by our Charitable and Missionary Giving, both in this country and overseas.

Finally, after five years of battle, we have obtained planning permission for our new Church Hall. You
will be hearing more about this soon.

So we have a lot going for us.

On the financial front, regrettably, for the third year running, our expenditure has exceeded our income,
and we have been unable to pay the Parish Share in full. In 2008, we used some of the money that had
been set aside for our new Church Hall to pay our Quota; this option has now closed. What are the long
term consequences if we repeatedly fail to meet the Parish Share? Worse case scenario: we could
eventually be considered a non viable Church, one that cannot support a full time Rector, leading to
Elstow Abbey being part of a larger shared ministry arrangement.

By now you should have received a letter requesting you to review not only your financial giving, but
also your time, talents and abilities, all part of discipleship. There is no unemployment in the Church;
vacancies are always available and a list is currently at the back of the Church. We must actively
encourage new people to take on some of the tasks. No offers of help should ever be refused; the offer
may not be repeated.

Why are many churches struggling financially at this time? Maybe we haven’t grasped that God has
provided the resources already, they have been entrusted to us. King David had a very clear
understanding of this. Here is an extract from his prayer on the occasion of the ingathering of materials
for the temple in Jerusalem: "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to offer so
willingly as this? For all things come from you and of your own we have given you.” David recognized
that everything we have belongs to the Lord, and note that they gave willingly. The Lord loves a cheerful
giver.

We have to ask ourselves where God figures in our spending priorities (in relation to our spending on
meals for example). God is worth more than our leftovers. Giving has to cost us something; if it doesn’t
then it’s not really a thanksgiving, but more like giving God a tip. St Paul gave the Church at Corinth
guidelines on giving. He said it should be generous and done cheerfully. It should be regular and
systematic. It should be proportionate to income. God is not primarily concerned about the amount that
we give, but the motive that lies behind it.

Jesus spoke about the Kingdom of God more than anything else, since it was so very dear to His heart;
should it not also be the desire of our hearts? Let us look at what Jesus said about the Kingdom in
Matthew’s Gospel Ch. 6 v.33. “But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto you.” Jesus promised that, if we seek the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness first, He would see that we have everything we have need of.

Our Lord had been talking about the principles of the Kingdom, about what is truly important, about
priorities. Jesus also said: “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither rust nor moth doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also. Matthew Ch. 6 v.19-21.
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Dear Parishioners, from Jeremy Crocker Team Rector,

I write to you as we begin Lent.

On the 16th February is Shrove Tuesday, with Ash Wednesday on the 17th which marks the
beginning of Lent. So as you contemplate again whether to give up chocolate or alcohol, maybe
this year to give up biscuits and crisps I would like to detail a very short history of this word &
season called ‘Lent’.

Lent is a very old name for the lengthening of the days in Spring. Lent is a period of fasting that
was established in the early middle ages. It lasts for 40 days and consists of 6 Sundays before
Easter. It ends on Good Friday. During Lent black and purple colours dominate the Church.
Purple is for penitence. Ornaments are often removed or covered. The 9th century saw the
widespread use of the Lent veil used to cover images/statues of Christ. Bells were traditionally
silent for Lent with a notable absence of flowers.

The period of fasting for Lent was not always 40 days c130-c200 noted differing opinions of
fasting, lasting for one day, two days or 40 hours of the day and night. Commonly fasting
occurred on Good Friday only or for the time between the death and resurrection of Christ
estimated at 40 hours. St Hippolytus of Rome considered two days to be sufficient. St
Athanasius (c296-373) wrote in his ‘Festal Letters’ commending 40 days of fasting, but the 40
days rule was not finalised until Pope Gregory the Great (end of 6th century), included the 4
days of Ash Wednesday to the 1st Sunday of Lent. The monk John Cassain (c360-435) called the
40 day fast the ‘holy tithe’ it being 1/10th of the year devoted to God’s service like the example
of the Israelites giving 1/10th of their produce.

The 40 days match the 40 days of fasting and temptation of Jesus, (Matthew 4:1-10 and Mark
1:12-13 and Luke 4:1-13); 40 days in the wilderness of Elijah: (1 Kings 17:2-16) and the 40 days
grace given to Nineveh in the preaching by Jonah: (Jonah 3:4). Moses went without food and
water for 40 days as he wrote down the words of the new Covenant and it also matches the
wandering for 40 years in the desert: (Exodus 16:35 and Nehemiah 9:21) and finally in the
account of Noah, the floodwaters remained for 40 days. So we each have 40 days to reflect; to
search; to rediscover; to renew; to give up; to cleanse ourselves anew to God.

I always find that the build up to Christmas, also a time of spiritual preparation, is swamped
with the practical preparations, so Lent is a wonderful opportunity to make time for our
spiritual overhaul, our spiritual renewal as we prepare for Holy Week and Easter.

During Lent, on each Tuesday evening beginning on 23rd February, at London Road Methodist
Church from 7.30p.m. we will be journeying through “The York Course”. I hope that as many as
can will attend, as we share in this journey together. I would also like to encourage each of the
three churches in the Benefice to take part in “Buckets of pennies for buckets of water”,
sponsored by WaterAID and to particularly help the people of Haiti. This is, I believe, the least
we can do and I would like to finish with a quote from the Archbishop of York. “WaterAID helps
the very poorest people take their first, essential step out of poverty by giving them access to
clean water and sanitation. Please join me in supporting their work”.

WE STAYED THE NIGHT

We tried to do it at the May Half Term. But it clashed with something
else. We wanted to do it June to coincide with a national campaign.
But we could not get the leaders. We talked of doing it over the
Summer Holidays but we needed a holiday. Finally over the October
half term, in time for Halloween, the youth club had its sleep over!!
On the 28th October, twelve teenage girls and one boy (brave soul)
descended on the hall with sleeping bags and airbeds. Although in
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no way was this a Halloween event (heaven forbid) we started the evening by making lanterns
out of fruit, which we lit in the ruins. We then had some night games involving glow sticks.
Later on in the evening we had pizza and chips (thank you John for fetching the chips and your
other trips out on our behalf!!)
Before we settled down for the night Jeremy led us on a short night walk. When we got back
from that we laid out our beds: Barbara and Tracey by the door, Tony and myself at the other
end, the young people in the middle and Jeremy in the corner. Once everyone had settled in,
and had cleaned their teeth, we showed them a DVD, appropriately called “Bedtime Stories”.
(Thank you Hannah and Holly for the technical support.)
Then we slept. Yes we did, I did not expect that!
At around seven the adults were woken with a hot drink and the youngsters were woken by the
“William Tell overture” played on my phone. After we had cleared up our bedding, we ate a
hearty breakfast and departed.
Thank you Barbara, Tracey, Tony, John and Jeremy. Thank you to the young people for being a
great bunch.

David Wells
**********************************************************************************

EASTER LILIES

In memory of loved ones

£1.50 each

Please ring Barbara Routledge on 01234 854369 or use

envelopes at the back of church to put your money in and the name of

the person to be remembered.

THE DEATH OF JUDAS

Have you ever wondered what happened to Judas after the betrayal of Jesus?
With Good Friday coming at the start of April, this is a good moment to shed some light on

the situation. Let us see what the New Testament, rather than the many commentators, tells us.
What few facts there are can be reduced to the extremely simple. Indeed, apart from the

fact of the crucifixion, there are only two other areas where there is any evidence, the first
apparently sound, the second oddly confused. These are firstly the events of the Passover,
betrayal and trial (given with considerable, but not complete, unanimity in all four gospels) and
secondly Judas’ death which is only mentioned in two “contemporary” texts. Of these two
accounts, only one speaks of suicide, namely St Matthew’s gospel. The other, in St Luke’s Acts
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of the Apostles, does not treat Judas’ death as suicide. (I pass over the problem of who the
evangelist “Luke” really was and when his texts achieved their final form as we know them).

I will examine Matthew’s account later on. First, though, I want to look at St Peter’s
statement as reported by Luke in Acts and about which we would do well to be very careful.

Judas has, over the years, been treated spectacularly badly in Literature and the Arts; it is
only in the last two or three centuries that he has become transformed from the most demonised
figure in the Bible before Cain and Jezebel into a rehabilitated if not essential element in the
understanding of Christ’s divinity. To illustrate just how far some revisionists will go, Judas is
stated in a recent book (“Judas – a biography” by Professor Susan Gubar, Norton, autumn 2009)
as being described in the Egyptian Nag Hammadi second and third century Christian texts, only
discovered in 1945, as “a pious, devoted apostle, just like the other eleven”. Although, so far as I
can determine on re-examining the texts referred to, this assertion is untrue, it is symptomatic.

Let us take a step backwards and consider the events of the Passover. There can be no
doubting the fact of the crucifixion of Jesus: there are irrefutable historical records to confirm it.
Next, the other events of the Passover, and specifically Judas’ “betrayal” of Jesus, enjoy
reasonable unanimity among all four of the gospel writers. For us to doubt these evangelists
would be to risk falling into error (but see my footnote at the end).

However, not one single other fact exists or has survived so far as Judas is concerned.
We are obliged to accept the gospel consensus that he did betray Jesus: all four of these

evangelists mention Judas and betrayal in one breath. And that, assuming no collusion, would be
admissible evidence in a civil, if not in a criminal, trial. But beyond that, the consensus
dissipates and we are left with worrying and subjective theories such as hints of demonic
possession (Luke and John) and finance-induced evil intent (Mark and Matthew). Are we to
believe the theory that they are they being wise after the event?

Next, we have to evaluate what little we are told in the gospels about his death.
Matthew, the only person to record it in a gospel, baldly announces that Judas committed

suicide on the day after Jesus’ arrest and before His trial and crucifixion, “(Judas) went and
hanged himself” [27:5]. He goes on to justify his statement by implying that it was fuelled by
remorse. This is a statement which it would be rash to ignore but it is only made in the one (and
very politically slanted) gospel. Mark, Luke and John say nothing in theirs. Luke does not
revert to the topic until his Acts of the Apostles, written some years after his gospel. And an
immediate problem arises for us, as it must have done for Luke, because Peter’s obviously over-
elaborate account says of Judas that “he burst asunder in the midst and all his bowels gushed
out” [1:18] – death by natural causes, not suicide. It has, though, historically been the more
influential of the two references to his death and is what lies behind the myth of the Judas-as-
Monster figure, as opposed to the (mere) Judas-as-Betrayer figure.

Luke was not present when Peter made these remarks. He is therefore relying on hearsay
and he must have sensed, here as elsewhere, that there was a symbolic truth underlying the
statement which overrode any reservations he might have had as to its accuracy. He is the one of
the evangelists who can be said to use what is to us a recognisable historical methodology,
applying the technique of direct reporting when recording matters he believes to be true or
representative of the truth. His unlikely account of the Annunciation illustrates the point: to him
it is symbolically, if obviously not literally, true (he had been trained as a physician). Why, then,
should Luke here abandon his technique of directly reporting matters of truth as he saw or sensed
it? Why did Luke not include this report in his gospel narrative of the events in Jerusalem?

Although it is an impossible point to prove, there is plenty of good internal evidence in
Acts to suggest that he got to know Peter some time before writing his gospel. It may therefore
have been those “reservations” about the account’s accuracy which caused him not to include the
item in his account of Jesus’ life and death but, rather, to do so only later, and therefore
retrospectively, in Acts; and then only as reported speech and not as a direct statement.

Luke, like us, knew that a statement is only as valid as the person who makes it. We also
know that Paul, and therefore Luke, had doubts about Peter. So, for that matter, did Jesus.
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February 10.00am Revelation 4: v.1-end Luke 8:v.22-25 Lynne Faulkner

7th 11.15am Job 28: v.1-11 Acts 14: v.8-17 Delphine Fordham

6.30pm H.C. Genesis 1: v.1----2 v.3 Matthew 6: v.25-end Peter Moss

February 10.00am 2 Corinthians 3: v.12---4 v.2 Luke 9: v.28-43a John Hinson

14th 6.30pm Exodus 3: v.1-6 John 12: v.27-36a Margaret Eastwell

February 10.00am Romans 10: v.8b-13 Luke 4: v.1-13 Lynn Harris

21st 11.15am Micah 6: v.1-8 Luke 5: v.27-end Peter Batiuk

6.30pm Jonah 3: v.1-end Luke 18: v.9-14 Barbara Routledge

February 10.00am Young People's Service
28th 11.15am H.C. Philippians 3: v.17---4 v1 Luke 13: v.31-end Ann Knight

6.30pm Jeremiah 22: v.1-9 & v.13-17 Luke 14: v.27-33 Dorothy Steele

March 10.00am 1 Corinthians 10: v.1-13 Luke 13: v.1-9 Lynne Faulkner

7th 11.15am Deuteronomy 6: v.4-9 John 17: v.1a, 11b -19 Delphine Fordham

6.30pm Genesis 28: v.10-19a John 1: v.35 -end Catherine Parrish

March Joint Mothering Sunday Service
14th 10.30am 1 Samuel 1: v.20-end Luke: 2: v.33-35 John Hinson

6.30pm Isaiah 40: v.27---41 v.13 2 Timothy 4: v.1-18 Glynis Annan

Passion Sunday
March 10.00am Philippians 3: v.4b -14 John 12: v.1-8 Lynn Harris

21st 11.15am Isaiah 35: v. 1-end Romans 7: v.21---8 v.4 Tim Elliott

6.30pm 2 Chronicles 35: v.1-6 & 10-16 Luke 22: v.1-13 Peter Moss

Palm Sunday- Blessing & Procession round the Green
March 9.55am Philippians 2: v.5-11 Luke 22: v.14-23 Barbara Routledge

28th 11.15am Zechariah 9: v.9-12 1 Corinthians 2: v.1-12 Eric Crossen

Benefice Taize Prayers (not Evensong)
6.30pm Isaiah 5: v.1-7 Luke 20: v.9-19 Margaret Eastwell

Joint Service for Easter Day
April 10.30am Acts 10: v.34-43 Luke 24: v.1-12 Barbara Routledge

4th 6.30pm Isaiah 43: v. 1-21 1 Corinthians 15: v.1-11 Dorothy Steele

SIDESMANS ROTA FEBRUARY/MARCH 2010

Feb 7th 10am Mrs S Brown Mrs A Morris

*** THERE IS A NEW ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING ARTICLES

FOR THE MAGAZINE. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE AN

ARTICLE, STORY, RECIPE, POEM ETC THEN PLEASE POST TO

JACQUIE WATERFIELD AT 269 GOLDINGTON ROAD, BEDFORD,

MK41 9PH, OR EMAIL jakhat77@hotmail.com, BEFORE THE

DEADLINE IN THE CHURCH CALENDAR. THANK YOU. ***
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11.15am Mrs M Crossen

6.30pm Mrs C Parrish

Feb 14th 10am Mrs S Batiuk Mr P Batiuk

6.30pm Mrs G Annan

Feb 21st 10am Mrs J Barnicott Mrs S Brown

11.15am Mrs D Fordham

6.30pm Miss M Eastwell

Feb 28th 10am Mrs B Routledge

11.15am F W Crossen

6.30pm P Moss

March 7th 10am Mrs S Brown Mrs A Morris

11.15am Mrs A Knight

6.30pm Mrs C Parrish

Mothering Sunday

March 14th 10.30am Mrs S Batiuk Mr P Batiuk

6.30pm Mrs G Annan

March 21st 10.00am Mrs J Barnicott Mrs S Brown

11.15am Mrs A Knight

6.30pm Miss M Eastwell

Palm Sunday

March 28th 09.55am Mrs S Brown Mrs A Morris

11.15am F W Crossen

6.30pm Mr D Tuck

April 2010

Easter Day

April 4th 10.30am Mrs M Crossen Mrs A Knight

6.30pm Mrs C Parrish

April 11th 10.00am Mrs S Batiuk Mr P Batiuk

6.30pm Mr P Moss

DETAILS FROM THE REGISTERS

MARRIAGES

Dec 5th 2009 Lee Williams and Tracey Ruffell
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In the December/January
edition of the magazine we
ran an article about the 100th

peal of the bells at Elstow,
which made reference to an
original article from the Beds
Mercury of Friday December
18, 1908. A copy of this
article, kindly supplied by
Chris Pickford, should have
been featured alongside our
piece by Steve Stanford but
there seems to have been
some difficulty reproducing it.
Here is the text of the original
article as mentioned.

Anything associated with the parish of Elstow and its church is of far-
reaching interest owing to their connection with the life and work of the
great dreamer John Bunyan, who immortalised himself in his writing of the
“Pilgrim’s Progress” and other books. John Bunyan was a bell-ringer,
hence the old steeple which stands apart from the church, the ropes and
the entire ancient paraphernalia which are exhibited to this day have an
almost sacred charm in the eyes of visitors, many of whom come from
America and the Continent to view the spots and scenes which were so
familiar to this marvellous man. But now, unfortunately, the ruthless hand
of age has set its seal upon some of the ancient relics and they have had
to give place to more modern appliances. The Rev C.F.H. Hawkins, who
was appointed vicar of the parish some three years ago, found it
necessary, owing to the dangerous state of the belfry, that certain
structural alterations should be made, and with the generous support of
Mr S. Whitbread, the patron of the living, he has completed his task. As
soon as it was realised that the belfry was unsafe, Mr Alfred Bowell, bell-
founder of Ipswich, was consulted, and ultimately the work was carried
out under his efficient personal supervision. The five original bells have
been quarter turned and re-hung with fresh fittings, which are comprised
of new head-stocks, gudgeons, bearings, clappers and ropes, and the old
timber setting has been superseded by a solid framework of steel. A sixth
bell has been added, which is 2ft 1in across and weighs 3cwt. 2lb. It bears
the inscription, “Alfred Bowell made me, 1908. Voco Benedicat. S.
Whitbread, patron; C.F.H. Hawkins, vicar. A.D. CMCVIII.” The other five
bells also bear some very curious records. The total cost of this work was
£120, with £15 for sundries. Mr. Whitbread kindly contributed £100,
leaving a deficit of £35 to be raised, and the Vicar should find no difficulty
in discharging this liability for an improvement which had become

absolutely essential.
A dedication service of the new bell was held on Thursday, December 17, and also as a thanksgiving for the re-
hanging of the five old ones, when there was a large congregation, many people walking over from Bedford in
order to participate. The Vicar officiated, shortened evensong being used, which included “We love the place, O
God,” and “Praise the Lord! Ye heavens adore Him.” This was followed by the setting of the new bell, the choir and
congregation standing while the Vicar pronounced the words, “In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Ghost, I dedicate this new treble bell to the glory of Almighty God, and to the sacred service of His people, now
and in the years to come.” A short peal on the bells followed, prayers were offered, and the well-known hymn,
“When morning gilds the skies,” was sung.
The Vicar then gave a short address on “The Voice and messages of the Bells,” in which he
made some historic references and pointed out that for fully a thousand years, England
has heard the far-reaching tones of the bell rung out, now gladly, now sadly, across broad
acres of field and woodland, and over the busy hum of the bustling city and the crowded
town. In all that time, there has scarce been an event of interest in the life of the nation
or the individual, in which the tones of the bells have not mingled with the emotions that
were aroused thereby. There are towers in England in which peals have been rung to do
honour to the crowning of twenty generations of Kings. Thus our bells have ever been the
voice of our people in joy and triumph even as they reflect in other tones their moods of
sorrow. They are our oldest, and almost our only, national music. Their voices reach
across the centuries. For hundreds of years they have been favourites of the English
people. When the poorer commons had little to stir their imagination, and to put
something of sentiment into their lives, they found in the voices of the bells something to appeal to their hearts.
As they were war-like, without being drilled, so though they were not a musical race, they wanted some form of
music for their emotions, and they found it in the bells, which most of them could ring and all could understand.
Thus the voices of the bells are so old, their sweet chime across the fields so familiar, that we look on them as part
of the natural sounds of the country, which we expect every Sunday and holiday. He then referred at length to the
part which bell ringing had played in our history all down the ages.

The choir then gave a rendering of Mr G. Whiffin Course’s carol, “The Bells of Elstow.” The Blessing was
pronounced and after another hymn, “The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended,” the service was brought to a close. Mr
T. James was at the organ, and Mr. and Lady Isabella Whitbread were in the congregation.



Elstow Parish Magazine February/March 2010

- 10 -

Our bell ringers may have achieved their 100th peal but they
are still going strong – here are their latest efforts.

The Bedfordshire Association
Elstow, Beds; at the Abbey Church of St Mary and St Helena

On Wednesday 16 December 2009 in 2hrs 32 mins (Tenor 9cwt)

5040 Minor in 7 methods
Being one extent each of London Surprise, Ipswich Surprise, Bourne

Surprise, St Clements Bob, Oxford Treble Bob, Norwich Surprise, and

Cambridge Surprise.

1 Martin Major
2 Anthony H Smith
3 Philippa M Whittington
4 Martyn J Marriott
5 Frank W Rivett
6 Stephen H Stanford

Conducted by Frank W Rivett

This was Frank Rivett’s 2,000th peal. It was rung on the 50th anniversary of his first peal (16th
December 1959) when he also rang the 5th bell.

The band would like to associate this peal with Stephen Ivin who conducted Frank’s first peal.

On Sunday, 27 December 2009 in 42 minutes

A quarter peal; 1320 Norwich S Minor
1 David A Potts
2 Melvyn Potts
3 Richard J Hillson
4 Sarah-Louise Ward
5 Robert P Wood
6 Stephen H Stanford

Conducted by Stephen H Stanford

First of Norwich ; 2 and first for a long time; 4
For Christmas and the Morning Service.

On Friday, 8 January 2010 in 44 minutes

A quarter peal; 1320 Norwich S Minor
1 Sarah-Louise Ward
2 Adrienne P Sharp
3 Melvyn Potts
4 Robert P Wood
5 Derek A Hammond
6 Stephen H Stanford

Conducted by Stephen H Stanford

First of Norwich – 2
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On a snow-bound practice night; fondly remembering Stephen Ivin, who finally succumbed to cancer

yesterday, and thinking of his wife Avril. Born in Houghton Conquest, Steve attended Bedford School and

Merton College Oxford, and was probably the most capable and well known bell ringer to have originated

from Bedfordshire. Amongst his very many contributions to ringing, he established one of the country’s

leading Sunday Service bands at St Paul’s Bedford during the ’60s and ’70s that the ringers of 4 and 6

were privileged to be members of, and in 1978 he was responsible for augmenting the bells at St Paul’s,

creating the first full ring of twelve bells in Bedfordshire. During the 1990s Steve re-hung the bells at

Lincoln College Oxford and established two new rings of ten bells, at St Thomas, and St Mary

Magdalene, both in Oxford. RIP

On Sunday, 17 January 2010 in 44 mins

A quarter peal; 1320 Norwich S Minor
1 Jennifer S Thompson
2 Barbara Beard
3 Ann Desics
4 Robert P Wood
5 David I Stanford
6 Stephen H Stanford

Conducted by Stephen H Stanford

First Norwich - 3
Rung following a joint service held at Elstow Bunyan Christian Fellowship to mark the
beginning of their centenary year.

THE CHURCH CALENDAR

February/March 2010

1st Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers meet in the Church Hall

2.00pm Prayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

2nd Tuesday 2-3pm Sing and Sign in the Church Hall

3rd Wednesday 10.30am Wedding interview (vicarage)

The Crib Service

Christmas Eve
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11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup

2-3.15pm Clergy meeting @ The Rectory

5.45-8pm Youth Club

8.00pm Team Bible Study @ St Mary’s

8pm JRC speaking at Deanery Synod (St Michael’s)

4th Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (JRC)

12noon Monthly lunch at The Red Lion where we will celebrate
Dorothy Steele’s 90th Birthday (5th Feb)

2.00pm Burial of Ashes – Irene Kranse

6-7pm Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Church Hall for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

8pm Wedding Interview (JRC)

5th Friday 10.30am Funeral of Doris Simmonds (JRC) followed by

refreshments in the Church Hall

7.15pm Choir Practice

8.00pm Bellringing

7th Sunday Stewardship Sunday

10.00am Holy Communion with Sunday School (JRC + Ann Knight)

11.15am Mattins (JRC + Ann Knight)

3.30-4.30pm Panto rehearsal in the Church

6.30pm Evening Prayer with laying on of hands (JRC+ Ann Knight)

8th Monday JRC at General Synod all this week
10.00am Mums and Toddlers in the Church Hall

2.00pm Prayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

9th Tuesday 2-3pm Sing and Sign in the Church Hall

10th Wednesday 11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall

5 .45-8pm Youth Club - Pancake evening

11th Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (TBA)

6-7pm Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Church Hall for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

12th Friday 7.15pm NO CHOIR PRACTICE

8.00pm Bellringing

14th Sunday 10.00am Holy Communion with Sunday School (JRC) followed by
coffee in the Hall

12noon Benefice Valentine’s lunch in the Church Hall
3.30-4.30pm Panto Rehearsal in the Church

6.30pm Evensong with introduction to fundraising effort for the new
church hall (JRC)
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15th Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers in the Church Hall

2.00pm Prayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

8.00pm Team Council meeting @ Cardington

16th Tuesday 10-12 St Michael’s Holiday Club (children 5+)

Shrove Tuesday 2-3pm Sing and Sing in the Church Hall

6-7.30pm Elstow Bunyan Christian Fellowship Pancake Party

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

17th Wednesday 10-12 St Michael’s Holiday Club (children 5+)

Ash Wednesday 11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Hall

5.45pm NO YOUTH CLUB

7.30pm Holy Communion + ashing for Ash Wednesday (JRC)

18th Thursday 10am-12 St Michael’s Holiday Club (children 5+)

11.00am Holy Communion

1-4pm Panto Rehearsal in the Church

6-7pm Yoga (for mixed abilities) Elstow Church Hall for more
details call June Hannigan 07817601686

19th Friday 7.15pm NO CHOIR PRACTICE

8.00pm Bellringing

20th Saturday 2-4pm Winter Table Top Sale at St Michael’s Scott Hall

21st Sunday 10.00am Holy Communion with Sunday School (JRC)

11.15 Mattins (Group)

3.30-4.30 NO PANTO REHEARSALS

6.30pm Evensong (JRC)

22nd Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers in the Church Hall

2.00pm Prayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

8pm Friends of Elstow Abbey meeting in the Hall

23rd Tuesday 2-3pm Sing and Sign in the Church Hall

7.30pm Start of Lent course at London Road Methodist

24th Wednesday 10.30am JRC to take assembly at Elstow Lower School

11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall

5.45pm Youth Club swimming

8.00pm Team Bible Study @ Centenary Room, Cardington

25th Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (TBA)

6-7pm Yoga

7.30pm PCC meeting at the Church Hall

26th Friday 7.15pm Choir
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8.00pm Bellringing

27th Saturday 1-6pm Lunch and Prep for the panto – costumes and rehearsal

28th Sunday 10.00am Youth Service (JH)

11.15am Holy Communion (Rev Len Moore)

3pm Panto final rehearsal

4.15pm Panto Performance followed by bring & Share supper

6.30pm Evensong with healing

MARCH 2010

1st Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers starts - meet in the Church Hall

2.00pm Prayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

2nd Tuesday 2-3pm Sing and Sign in the Church Hall

7.30pm Lent Course at London Road Methodist

3rd Wednesday 11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall

5.45-8pm Youth Groups

8.00pm Team Bible Study @ Centenary Room, Cardington

4th Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (JRC)

12noon Monthly Lunch at the Red Lion + Charlie Gough’s 90th

Birthday

6-7pm Yoga

5th Friday 7.15pm Choir Practice

8.00pm Bellringing

6th Saturday 4-6pm Bedford Street Angels celebrate 1st Birthday at the

Salvation Army

7th Sunday 10.00am Holy Communion with Sunday School (JRC)

11.15am Mattins (JRC)

2pm Baptism in Elstow Abbey (JRC)

6.30pm Evening Prayer (JRC)

8th Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers in the Hall

2.00pm Prayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

7.30pm Youth Meeting

9th Tuesday 2-3pm Sing and Sign in the Church Hall

7.30pm Lent course at the London Road Methodist Church

10th Wednesday 11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall

5.45-8pm Youth Club
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11th Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (JRC)

6-7pm Yoga

8pm Finance & Standing (Vicarage)

12th Friday 7.15pm Choir Practice

8.00pm Bellringing

14th Sunday 10.30am Joint Mothering Sunday Service

No Sunday School

6.30pm Evensong

Deadline for the April Parish Magazine to Jacquie Waterfield @ 269 Goldington Road,
Bedford, MK41 9PH or jakhat77@hotmail.com

15th Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers in the Hall

2.00pm Prayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

8pm Liturgy Meeting (Vicarage).
Due to Lent course, this has been moved to a day earlier

16th Tuesday 10.00am Sing and Sign in the Church Hall

7.30pm Lent Course at London Road Methodist Church

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

17th Wednesday 11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall

5.45-8pm Youth Club

8.00pm Team Bible Study @ Centenary Room, Cardington

18th Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (JRC)

6-7pm Yoga

19th Friday 7.15pm Choir Practice

8.00pm Bellringing

21st Sunday 10.00am Holy Communion (Rev Fiona Wheatley)

Passion Sunday 11.15am Mattins Group

6.30PM Evensong (JRC)

22nd Monday 10.00am Mums and Toddlers in the Hall

2.00pm Prayer Group meet in the Summerhouse

7-9pm Gala Event re: new Church Hall in Elstow Abbey

23rd Tuesday 2-3pm Sing and Sign in the Church Hall

7.30pm Lent Course at London Road Methodist Church

24th Wednesday 11.30am Coffee Morning followed by soup in the Church Hall

5.45 -8pm Youth Club

8.00pm Team Bible Study @ Centenary Room, Cardington

25th Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion (JRC)
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Elstow
Bedford

MK42 9XT
January 2010 01234 261477

Dear members of St Michaels, St Mary’s and Elstow Abbey,

Sunday 1st August to Saturday 7th August 2010 Parish Holiday
The Carlton Hotel, Esplanade, Sandown, Isle of Wight.

Return Travel by coach from Elstow/ Cardington to Isle of Wight Hotel £35.00pp*
Incl. ferry crossing (No rise)
Half board accommodation for six nights £252.00pp

(£6 rise)
Half Board Accommodation for six nights with Sea-View Balcony £288.00pp

(£10 rise)
*subject to the coach being full. Price to be advised in the event of a part filled coach.

(a) The Coach Company is Wrightrollers (01983404028).
(b) Children aged 3-15 years – accomodation @ 50% of the adult rate inclusive.
(c) The hotel only has 10 Single rooms available at the back of the hotel. It does not have a supplement,

and will come on a first come basis. If you are able to share with someone it makes it possible for
more single people to attend.

(d) All rooms are en-suite with a television and tea making facilities.
(e) Porterage to rooms is included. All luggage must be clearly labelled.
(f) A choice of meals ‘waitress served’, on a half board basis.
(g) Entertainment is provided in the main room of the Hotel, and in the past we have gathered together

for some evenings: having a quiz; a review; board games and Holy Communion.
(h) There is a good island bus service.

(i) Bookings have to be confirmed by early April 2010, so a deposit of £50.00pp will be required with a
booking form ASAP please. The balance will be required by 13th July at the latest.

I have run Parish Holiday’s ever since I was ordained, as my hope is that it enables the Church families to
get to know one another better. It is a cheap, enjoyable holiday for single, young, old and families, and my
aim is especially to support those who are on their own - for a little sun, sea, sand and some happy
company! Due to popular demand I have organised for us to visit the Isle of Wight again, I have moved
the date into August again this year, and the hotel manager has kindly let us visit again on the July rates.
I hope that you might consider coming again; or for the first time - I hope that we all have an enjoyable
and relaxing six days together. Please contact me on 01234 261477 with any queries.

Jeremy Crocker

Name:

Address:

Telephone

Number:___________________________________________________________________

Name & Number to contact when

away:___________________________________________________
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Room Type required:

___________________________________________________________________

Dietery Needs:

____________________________________________________________________

Travel: Coach or Car (you will need to book & pay for your own ferry crossings)

Church: St Michael’s Cardington Elstow Other

R
Greenbelt 2010

We are planning to take a group, including a group of young people, to the Greenbelt
Festival this year on August Bank Holiday Weekend. Elstow Benefice is working
alongside the Methodist circuit youth groups in organising this trip.

Greenbelt is a Christian music and arts festival. For adults there are great speakers and
different styles of music, from classical to rock. For children there are all day activities.
And for young people there is the main stage with every style of music, plus so many
activities such as circus skills and sports. The highlight is the Sunday afternoon
Communion with over six thousand people taking part.

The Festival is suitable for any age but is particularly good for young people.

Greenbelt 2010 is on from Friday 27th to Monday 30th August 2010 at Cheltenham
Racecourse. (We will travel back on Tuesday morning as the Festival ends at midnight.)
To be part of the Festival we would need to camp. However there are toilet and shower
facilities available.

The cost will be no more than £75, possibly less if we book early enough, this includes
the cost of all the events of the Festival, plus food and camping. Young people in Year 8
and above can come with us unaccompanied. Younger children will need to come with
a parent. Unoccupied Adults and Family are also welcome to come with us. There may
be cheaper deals available for them.

If you are interested in going to Greenbelt 2010, please see me.

David Wells

HOSPICE AT HOME IN BEDFORD

Registered Charity Number 1053309

It is now twelve years since a group of local people got together,

primarily at the behest of the late Clarissa Robinson, to form this

charity which has over the years supported in their homes well
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over 500 people who have had terminal or life limiting conditions.

The charity’s role is to provide practical help and friendship, through the services of well-

trained volunteers who are organised and led by a team of very experienced Volunteer

Managers. The sorts of tasks carried out by volunteers include sitting with the client, enabling

the carer to go shopping, visit the hairdresser or have a well- earned break. In some cases

transport is provided to a favourite location, such as a garden centre, and some volunteers

provide that vital listening ear for a carer who is looking after a dying loved one.

The service is, of course, highly confidential and, where appropriate, can involve close liaison

with visiting nurses and social workers. What the service does not do is to replace support

provided by the statutory services nor personal nursing care or aid domestic services provided.

Referrals come from a wide range of sources, including hospices, nurses and doctors, and

individuals or their carers sometimes seek the charity’s help directly.

Over the years the charity has become an integral element in palliative care provision in the

local community and has built up an excellent reputation. This is due primarily to the

dedication, hard work and compassion of the wonderful group of volunteers, many of whom

have worked with the charity for several years. They, together with the part-time Volunteer

Managers, all of whom are former senior health professionals, ensure that those that want and

need the support the charity provides get an outstanding service.

More information about the charity can be obtained by telephoning 07769 918956. Maybe we

could offer practical help or perhaps you would be interested in becoming a volunteer?

Aviators (St Michaels Holiday Club) is taking off.

This Half Term at

St Michaels Church

we hope to run a children's

Holiday Club called

“Aviators ”.

This will run on Tuesday 16th February, Wednesday 17th February and Thursday 18th

February






