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Dear Parishioners,
I would like to share with you two reflections on our responsibilities as parents to our children as
we prepare to celebrate this Christmas……
Firstly, I have recently been reading of some family research carried out by Sandra Davis, head of
family law, on a survey by more than 4,000 people. I am particularly concerned as we approach
Christmas at this new research which highlights that, despite parents’ best intentions, parents are
often using their children as emotional footballs. Currently there are more than one in three
children, 38%, who will never see their father again after their parents split up. Although 70% of
parents said that their children’s welfare is the most important factor, a quarter of children said that
they had been forced by one parent to lie to the other parent. Some 15% had been asked to spy on
one of their parents.
As adults with children we have a tremendous gift and responsibility in the care of our children. I
would strongly urge you to see your children at this Christmas time, whatever the adult tensions
are, to be with your children and to show them your love. When Mary announced to Joseph that
she was pregnant and it wasn’t his child, Joseph had two options: to stay and support her and
another person’s child or to leave and have nothing to do with either of them. Joseph chose to stay
and to support them both.
Secondly, A Christmas Story…..
Late one Christmas Eve, I sank back, tired but content, into my easy
chair. The kids were in bed, the gifts were wrapped, the milk, cookies
and a glass of whisky waited by the fireplace for Santa. As I sat back
admiring the tree with its decorations, I couldn't help feeling that
something important was missing. It wasn't long before the tiny
twinkling tree lights lulled me to sleep.
I don't know how long I slept, but all of a sudden I knew that I wasn't
alone. I opened my eyes, and you can imagine my surprise when I
saw Santa Claus himself standing next to my Christmas tree. He was
dressed all in fur from his head to his foot just as the poem described
him, but he was not the "jolly old elf" of Christmas legend. The man
who stood before me looked sad and disappointed, and there were
tears in his eyes.
"Santa, what's wrong?" I asked, "Why are you crying?"
"It's the children," Santa replied sadly.
"But Santa, the children love you," I said.
"Oh, I know they love me, and they love the gifts I bring them," Santa said, "but the children of
today seem to have somehow missed out on the true spirit of Christmas. It's not their fault. It's just
that the adults, many of them not having been taught themselves, have forgotten to teach the
children."
"Teach them what?" I asked.
Santa's kind old face became soft, more gentle. His eyes began to shine with something more than
tears. He spoke softly. "Teach the children the true meaning of Christmas. Teach them that the
part of Christmas we can see, hear, and touch is much more than meets the eye. Teach them the
symbolism behind the customs and traditions of Christmas which we now observe. Teach them
what it is they truly represent."

Santa reached into his bag and pulled out a tiny Christmas tree and set it on my mantle. "Teach
them about the Christmas tree. The stately evergreen, with its unchanging colour, represents the
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hope of eternal life that God gives to us all. Its needles point heavenward as a reminder that men
and women’s thoughts go heavenward as well."
Santa reached into his bag again and pulled out a shiny star and placed it at the top of the small
tree. "The star was the heavenly sign of promise. God promised a Saviour for the world and the
star was the sign of the fulfillment of that promise on the night that Jesus Christ was born. Teach
the children that God always fulfills His promises, and that wise men still seek Him."
"Red," said Santa, "is the first colour of Christmas." He pulled forth a red ornament for the tiny tree.
“Red is deep, intense, vivid. It is the colour of the life-giving blood that flows through our veins. It is
the symbol of God's greatest gift. Teach the children that Christ gave his life and shed his blood for
them that they might have eternal life. When they see the colour red, it should remind them of that
most wonderful gift."
Santa found a silver bell in his pack and placed it on the tree. "Just as lost sheep are guided to
safety by the sound of the bell, it continues to ring today for all to be guided to the fold. Teach the
children to follow the true Shepherd, who gave His life for the sheep." Again Santa reached into his
bag and this time he brought forth a tiny red and white striped cane. As he hung it on the tree he
spoke softly. “It represents the Good Shepherd's crook, which He uses to reach down into the
ditches of the world to lift out the fallen lambs who, like all sheep, have gone astray. Teach these
things to the children."
Santa placed a candle on the mantle and lit it. The soft glow from its one tiny flame brightened the
room. "The glow of the candle represents how people can show their thanks for the gift of God's
son that Christmas long ago. Teach the children to follow in Christ's foot steps...to go about doing
good. Teach them to let their light so shine before people that all may see it and glorify God. This is
what is symbolised when the twinkle lights shine on the tree like hundreds of bright, shining
candles, each of them representing one of God's precious children, their light shining for all to see."
Santa finally brought out a beautiful wreath made of fresh, fragrant greenery tied with a bright red
bow. "The bow reminds us of the bond of perfection, which is love. The wreath embodies all the
good things about Christmas for those with eyes to see and hearts to understand. It contains the
colours of red and green and the heaven-turned needles of the evergreen. The bow tells the story
of goodwill towards all and its colour reminds us of Christ's sacrifice. Even its very shape is
symbolic, representing eternity and the eternal nature of Christ's love. It is a circle, without
beginning and without end. These are the things you must teach the children."
I asked, "But where does that leave you, Santa?"
The tears gone now from his eyes, a smile broke over Santa's face. "Why bless you, my dear," he
laughed, "I'm Santa, I can provide the joy of giving and receiving. If the children are taught these
other things, there is no danger that I'll ever be forgotten.”
"I think I'm beginning to understand," I said.

"That's why I came," said Santa. "You're an adult. If
you don't teach the children these things, then who
will?"

I hope that you will have a very Happy Christmas
and my best wishes to you all for the coming Year.

Jeremy Crocker
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Confirmation
12th November 2009 @ Barton le Clay

New Church Hall for Elstow Abbey
We seem to have been talking about our “new Hall” for many years, but finally it appears to be a real
possibility. Soon after Christmas we should hear if our planning application has been successful, and then
the really hard work begins.

We have been challenged as a church to raise about 20% of the money needed for our hall, the rest will be
sourced from grants etc and the legacy which initiated this project.

WE NEED YOU !

Do you have a spare £100,000 lying around?

OR

Can you come and help? Do you have any creative fund raising ideas?
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We are launching our appeal on Sunday 10th January 2010 at the 10am Communion Service. We may not be
able to follow the wise men in bringing gifts to the baby Jesus, but we can use the gifts we have to support
God’s work here in Elstow Tracey Hinson

Tunes of Glory

This hymn, No. 42, ‘While shepherds watched their
flocks by night’ is by Naham Tate, 1652-1715, the tune
being first published in Thomas Este’s Psalter of 1592. It
is one of the best loved, and best known Christmas
carols in our hymn book. It paints for us the scene of the
Birth of Jesus, and begins:

While shepherds watched their flocks by night,

All seated on the ground

The angel of the Lord came down,

And glory shone around.

James Lightwood says that, in addition to holding the office of Doctor in Musike, Tye was organist
of Ely Cathedral, and also of the Chapel Royal in Queen Elizabeth I's reign. The following story is
told of him: 'Dr Tye was a peevish and humorsome man, especially in his later days, and
sometimes playing on the organ in the Chapel of Queen Elizabeth, which contained much music,
but little to delight the ear, she would send the verger to tell him that he played out of tune,
whereupon he sent word that her ears were out of tune'.

Tye did not carry out the whole of his self-imposed task, and only succeeded in versifying the first
fourteen chapters of the Acts. His music is superior to his poetry, and some of his melodies
furnished phrases which were made use of in several of the psalter-tunes that appeared towards
the end of the century, an example being 'Winchester Old'. For over two hundred years it lay
hidden in the old psalters, until, in 1861, it was inserted in Hymns A & My and set to 'While
shepherds watched their flocks by night’, as well as to two other hymns. Its association with Tate's
Christmas hymn became very popular, and now it is in universal use at Christmas. It is one of the
three tunes that form the stock-in-trade of the so-called 'waits' of the present day, and its
simplicity makes it doubly acceptable to them when they are confounded by the high notes of
'Stockport' and the irregular metre of ‘Adeste Fideles’.

Thomas Este, an important music printer of his time, published 'The Whole Booke of Psalmes and
their wonted tunes' in 1592. It contained tunes by several well-known composers of the day, and
included an adaptation of Tye's music for Psalm 84. The tune took the name Winchester when
included in Ravenscroft's 'Whole Booke of Psalms': ‘Old’ was added later to avoid confusion with
‘Winchester New’. It was first associated with 'While shepherds watched’ in 'Hymns Ancient and
Modern', 1861.

Valerie Ruddle says that there are a great many old things in Winchester and much has been
written about most of them. A two mile walk can be taken from the Cathedral, past the College,
and through the meadows by the River Itchen to The Hospital of St. Cross, founded in 1136 by
Henry de Blois, grandson of William the Conqueror and Bishop of Winchester.



- 5 -

There was to be accommodation for ‘thirteen poor men, feeble and so reduced in strength that
they can hardly or with difficulty support themselves without another's aid'. In addition, 100 poor
men were to be fed every day by the gate.

In 1445, Henry Cardinal Beaufort extended the Hospital to accommodate 35 people 'who once had
everything handsome about them, but had suffered losses'. Beaufort Brethren wore black gowns,
and the de Blois Brethren wore red. Today the modernised houses accommodate 25 Brethren -
and they wear clothes of any colour! The old Brethrens' Hall, used now only on special occasions,
has several items of interest. The Chapel was built between 1160 and 1290. It is not a beautiful
building but on the day of Valerie’s visit it was enhanced by a large pedestal of silk poppies in
shades of orange, mixed with teasles and other dried flowers.

The 16th century Lectern, carved in English oak, is curious, as it has an eagle's body, parrot’s head,
webbed feet and huge talons. The heart on its head it said to be a reminder that he who reads the
Scriptures should do so from the heart and not just recite like a parrot!

The traditional 'Wayfarers' Dole' (a morsel of bread and small glass of ale) can still be claimed by
visitors at the Porter's Lodge.

Be that as it may, the hymn “While shepherds watched their flocks by night” to 'Winchester Old' is
one of our favorite Christmas hymns today.

John Crookall

This will be the last ‘Tunes of Glory’ for the foreseeable future, so I would just like to say a big ‘thank
you’ to John for all his hard work in supplying us with an interesting article every month. I’ve
certainly enjoyed reading them and finding out more about our favourite hymns, as I’m sure many of
you have.

If anyone else would like to contribute an article for the next magazine, please e-mail
jakhat77@hotmail.com

The Abbey Church of St Mary and St Helena

Elstow

We warmly invite you to our Christmas Celebrations

Sunday 6th December 3.30pm Christingle

Monday 14th December 6.00pm Carols around the Christmas Tree

Saturday 19th December 2.00pm Childrens Christmas Party

Sunday 20th December 6.30pm Festival of Nine lessons and Carols

Thursday 24th December 4.00pm Blessing of the crib – a service for Children

11.30pm First communion of Christmas

Friday 25th December 10.30pm Family Christmas Celebration
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WE STAYED THE NIGHT

We tried to do it at the May Half Term. But it clashed with something else. We wanted to do it June
to co-coincide with a national campaign. But we could not get the leaders. We talked of doing it
over the Summer Holidays but we needed a holiday. Finally over the October half term, in time for
Halloween, the youth club had its sleep over!!

On the 28th October, twelve teenage girls and one boy (brave soul) descended on the hall with
sleeping bags and airbeds. Although in no way was this a Halloween event (heaven forbid) we
started the evening by making lanterns out of fruit, which we lit in the ruins. We then had some
night games involving glow sticks. Later on in the evening we had Pizza and chips, (thank you
John for fetching the chips and your other trips out on our behalf!!) Before we settled down for the
night Jeremy lead us on a short night walk. When we got back from that we laid out our beds.
Barbara and Tracey by the door, Tony and myself at the other end. The young people in the middle
and Jeremy in the corner. Once everyone had settled in, and had cleaned their teeth, we showed
them a DVD, appropriately called “Bedtime Stories”.

(Thank you Hannah and Holly for the technical support.)

Then we slept. Yes we did, I did not expect that!

At around seven the adults were woken with a hot drink and the youngsters were woken by the
“William Tell overture” played on my phone. After we had cleared up our bedding, we ate a hearty
breakfast and departed.

Thank you Jeremy, Tracey, Tony, John and Jeremy. Thank you to the young people for being a
great bunch.

GREENBELT 2010

We are planning to take a group including a group of young people, to the
Greenbelt Festival next year on August Bank Holiday Weekend. Elstow
Benefice is working alongside the Methodist circuit youth groups in organising
this trip.

Greenbelt is a Christian music and arts festival. For Adults there were great
speakers, different styles of music from classical to Rock. For Children there were all day activities.
And for young People there was the main stage with every style of music, plus so many activities
such as circus skills and sports. . The highlight is the Sunday Afternoon Communion with over six
thousand people taking part. The Festival is suitable for any age but is particularly good for Young
People.

Greenbelt 2010 is on from Friday 27th to Monday 30th August 2010 at Cheltenham Racecourse.
(We will travel back on Tuesday Morning as the Festival ends at Midnight.) To be part of the
Festival we would need to camp. However there are toilet and Shower Facilities available. The cost
will be no more than £75 possibly less if we book early enough, this includes the cost of all the
events of the Festival, plus food and camping. Young people in Year 8 and above can come with
us unaccompanied. Younger Children will need to come with a parent. Unoccupied Adults and
Family are also welcome to come with us. There may be cheaper deals available for them.
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READERS' LIST FOR DECEMBER 2009 AND JANUARY 2010

YEAR 2009
November 10.15am Joint Benefice H.C. at St Michael's, Bedford

29th 11.15am Isaiah 51: v.4-11 Romans 13: v.11-end Tim Elliott
6.30pm H.C. Revelation 14: v.13-15 v.4 John 3: v.1-17 Catherine Parrish

December 10.00am Philippians 1: v.3-11 Luke 3: v.1-6 Peter Batiuk
6th 11.15am Isaiah 64: v.1-7 Matthew 11: v.2-11 Tim Elliott

6.30pm Isaiah 40: v.1-11 Luke 1: 1-25 Glynis Annan

December 10.00am Philippians 4: v.4-7 Luke 3: v.7-18 Lynne Faulkner
13th 6.30pm Isaiah 35: v.1-end Luke 1: v.57- end Peter Moss

December 10.00am Hebrews 10: v.5-10 Luke 1: v.39-55 John Hinson
20th 11.15am Isaiah 32: v.1-8 Revelation 22: v.6-end Tim Elliott

6.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols Readers to be advised

December 11.30pm To be agreed To be agreed Tracey Hinson
24th Midnight H.C.

December 10.30am To be agreed To be agreed Miriam Clark
25th Joint H.C.

December 10.30am 1 John 1: v.1 -end John 21: 19b -end Ann Knight
27th Joint H.C.

6.30pm Isaiah 6: v.1-8 1 John: 5 v.1-12 Margaret Eastwell
YEAR 2010

January 10.00am Ephesians 3: v.1-12 Matthew 2: v.1-12 Lynn Harris
3rd 11.15am Jeremiah 31: v.7-14 John 1: v.29-34 Delphine Fordham

6.30pm Isaiah 60: v.1-9 John 2: v.1-11 Barbara Routledge

January 10.00am Acts 8: v.14-17 Luke 3:v.15-17, 21-22 Peter Batiuk
10th 6.30pm Isaiah 55: v.1-11 Romans 6: v.1-11 Dorothy Steele

January 11.00am Joint Service at John Bunyan Christian Felowship - 75th Anniversary
17th No 10.00am or 11.15am Services at Elstow Abbey

6.30pm 1 Samuel 3: v.1-20 Ephesians 4: v.1-16 Catherine Parrish

January 10.00am Young People's Service
24th 11.15am H.C. 1Corinthians 12: v.12-31a Luke 4: 14-21 Miriam Clark

6.30pm WOP Service at St Paul's, Bedford - No Evensong at Elstow

January 10.30am Joint Benefice Service at St Mary's Cardington
31st 11.15am Micah 6: v.1-8 1 Corinthians 6: 12-end Eric Crossen

6.30pm 1 Chronicles 29: v.6-19 Acts 7: v.44-50 Glynis Annan


